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Cover story. 

What’s going on here then? 



Cover story. 

A laptop, some wires and 
cables and a few other 
mysterious things.  Had we 
uncovered some sinister spy 
activity?  Or has the CIA been 
around these parts?  The 
truth was somewhat less 
exciting, but interesting 
nevertheless.  The society 
was approached, before last 
Christmas, by the MD of 
Thurn Group Ltd with a view 
to chartering our railway for 
an hour or so, in order to test 
out some of their latest developments. 

Local technology company THURN Group, from Acle, had been looking for a suitable location to 
test out some inertial navigation systems. Managing Director Tom Hiller thought that a 
miniature railway might be appropriate for the testing and he approached Eaton Park Miniature 
Railway. After pitching his idea, the society was pleased to offer facilities for testing, in return 
for a donation to the Friends of Eaton Park.  
 
 

Barry Fane, NDSME chairman said,  
“Whilst we don’t normally enter into 
business relationships with private 
companies, we are pleased to offer 
our facility in return for a donation to 
a cause of our choice.”  
Tom Hiller said,  
“I set up THURN Group this year in 
Acle to develop new technologies for 
seabed survey, mainly aimed at the 
offshore wind industry in the North 
Sea. The new sonar products need 
especially accurate navigation, and 

we came up with the idea of testing the inertial navigation system (INS) on a miniature railway.  



The INS uses GPS and motion sensors to 
measure its position and motion very 
accurately. We need to know how truly 
accurate and repeatable this is, to 
within a centimetre. The model railway 
has been ideal for the testing. We fixed 
the equipment to an open carriage and 
ran backwards and forwards for an 
hour collecting position data. Since the 
carriage always follows the exact same 
track we can easily see any errors in 
navigation. The equipment is self-
contained and was run from a small 
battery and laptop.”  
 
Dr Hiller and his assistant came along on Tuesday 9th January, a cold day, to test their 
equipment.  They spent an hour going round and round without really going anywhere (bit like 
some of us!), all the time testing their equipment with relation to global positioning satellites.  
Very hi-tech, compared with our railway representing the latest technology of the C19th.  
Motive power was provided by the society’s warship loco, driven by Andrew Shirley 
 
By all accounts, it was a successful experiment and now Thurn are awaiting a data dump from 
the satellite to confirm the test results. 
 
If you are interested in more details, Dr Hiller will be giving a talk on the technology and test 
results.  This will be at Eaton Park on Wednesday 11th April 

 

A Day in London – Alexandra Palace Exhibition 

It was that time of the year again.  The annual trek to London 
for the Great Exhibition (No, not that Great Exhibition, few of 
our members will remember that now!) at Alexandra Palace. 

7am, and wraith like forms began assembling at the society car 
park for the annual pilgrimage.   

Roger Montgomery takes up the story, “It is always nice to see 
familiar faces on the trade stands.  It gives a sense of the widespread popularity of our hobby.  
There were many fine models on the various society stands, including two finished LMS Jinty 
tank engines.  These were of particular interest to one of our members who is building one 
himself.  A point of interest here – the Jinty on the Maidstone Society stand took thirty years to 
complete!  By comparison, others were finished in a few short years.  Polly Model Engineering 
presented a good display of their products and these caused much interest. 



After much browsing, and some degree of purchasing supplies and materials, departure time 
came around all too soon and we staggered back to the coach park laden down with our 
bargains from the trade stands.  I was surprised just how quick the journey home was, due to 
the many road improvements that have been made over recent years.  We arrived back at Eaton 
Park before 7pm, a very reasonable time.  A good time was had by all and we were left with 
plenty to talk about.” 

 



Ground level track maintenance progress report  28/01/18 

 

I have been asked by our editor to write a short article on the above for the eBulletin and 
especially for those members who we either don’t see at the park or who are unable, for 
various reasons, to get to the park. 

To make it easier (I hope) to understand I will concentrate, initially, on the field and the 
replacement program using plastic sleepers. 

I’m sure most of you will know the track either as a driver, guard or passenger so I will define 
the positions in the field as follows :- 

 

Entrance gate to field  Left hand gate as viewed from station 

Point A    Trailing point just inside entrance gate 

Point B    Facing point at top of field for access to loop line 

Point C    Trailing point on right hand side of field exit from loop line 

Point D    Facing point just before exit gate to allow for circuits in field 

Exit gate               Right hand gate as viewed from station 

Sleeper replacement 

First run of track to have plastic sleepers fitted was from Point A to Point B.  This was started 
in October 2015 and the rail lengths were removed from the field and brought back to the 
clubhouse where plastic chairs were used to secure the track onto the sleepers.  This method 
proved to be very time consuming and also meant that the complete GL track was out of 
commission for nearly all of the winter period and no sleepers could be replaced in the 
summer running period.  We also had an 
instance of track vandalism when it 
became clear that it was rather too easy 
for unwanted guests to pull the track 
out of the plastic chairs.  Since the 
vandalism this length of track has 
caused us no more problems.  

It was decided to change the method of 
replacing and fixing the sleepers and 
during the winter of 2016/2017 the 
team started at Point C and worked 
backwards towards Point B using the 
new method of clearing the ballast 
between the wooden sleepers and 



pushing in new plastic sleepers before gauging and securing with zinc plated turbo coach 
screws.  Using this method meant the track was never out of commission and the 
replacement program could be continued during the summer running season although, 
sadly, this did not happen. 

The reason for starting at Point C and working backwards was because of the very poor state 
of sleepers approaching Point C (no obvious reason for this). 

By March 2017 the track team had reached a position on the curve adjacent to Point A.  No 
sleeper replacement was carried out during the summer of 2017 but resumed in October 
after the end of public running.  Good progress has been made and by the time you read this 
we will have completed and re-gauged the track back to Point B. 

Track between Point B & C still has the wooden sleepers as well as the plastic sleepers.  The 
wooden ones will be removed when all plastic sleepers in the field are in place. 

The only length of track in the field needing plastic sleepers now is from Point C down to 
Point D and depending on manpower could be completed before the running season but 
other maintenance projects are also necessary so maybe next winter would be a more 
realistic target. 

There are a few other short lengths to be re-sleepered such as the track through the heather 
beds but that will be for another day.  The four points in the field need plastic sleepers but 
again, not urgently. 

Subsidence inside tunnel 

This was assessed by Richard Spalding and team and it seemed that the best option was to 
break up some of the base concrete and re-do.  The decision was then made to lay the 
disturbed section in ballast, rather than concrete.  This allows for any future root movements 
to be easily corrected or absorbed.  This was completed by early February. 

Problem with level crossing when exiting field 

It has been apparent for some time that the track through this crossing has been dropping 
below the structure of the crossing causing certain locos to hit / scrape the concrete and 
steel structure.  The easiest way to solve this will be to lift the track as necessary using plastic 
packers.  This is on the list of to-do jobs before the running season but if anyone would like 
to put their hand up and take it on as a project it would be most appreciated.  Have a chat to 
Barry, Pete or Richard. 

Replacement of locomotive unloading device to a powered unit 

This project is in hand and provisional design work has been done.  A commercial lift has 
been identified but unfortunately the sole distributor has no stock until March so we are on 
hold until then.  More info when we have it.  I hope the above makes sense but if not just 
pop down any Tuesday and take a look at what we are doing.                                                                                                                                       

Pete King 



ON THE MOVE? 

Be sure to let us know if any of your details change. 

Always inform the membership secretary so our records can be 

updated. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Please note that the NDSMEs insurance policy does NOT cover any members’ locos or 
assets stored at Eaton Park.  Members should ensure that their own insurances cover this 
eventuality, should they wish to store any locos, rolling stock or other items at the Society 
premises. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS. 

Would members please note that subscriptions are due for 

renewal at the end of March.  Prompt renewal will be much 

appreciated. 

 

Members day  Saturday 3rd March 

The first Saturday of the month is an organised private members day on either track 

although, in practice, it is a 5” and 3½” day.  There is some thought being given to making 

every Saturday a 5” member’s day and they are set to continue through the spring.  The next 

is Saturday 3rd March. 

For further details contact Allan Shirley via his email or via the membership secretary email 

address (on the website) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BOILER TESTING 

A service for members – by arrangement. 

Contact the Chairman. 



LETTERBOCKS 
 

Mr Trellis hasn’t sent a letter this month so there’s a good opportunity for our readers to 
comment on anything they like. 

 

Have you got a letter to send to the eBulletin? (Or an email, pigeon, microdot  or whatever) 

*************************************************************************************** 

 

COMEDY CORNER   

 

-========================================================================== 

 

Left – a recent 
social media post 
blowing our own 
trumpet!  As our 
railway increases 
in popularity, so 
the donations can 
increase. 

 

 



NDSME – affiliated to the Southern Federation and also the 

Northern Association  –  for the benefit of all our members. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Please note that the NDSMEs insurance policy does NOT cover any members’ locos or assets stored at 
Eaton Park.  Members should ensure that their own insurances cover this eventuality, should they wish to 
store any locos, rolling stock or other items at the Society premises. 

Spotted on YouTube 

Stapleford Park Miniature Railway Open Weekend Aug 27 2017 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqfZ_QgzKgs 

Summer, blue sky, hot and not a cloud in sight. (Definitely not in Norfolk then!)  An open weekend at the 

private Stapleford Park Miniature Railway.  A really nice weekend with lots to see, not just the trains.  Farm 

machinery, tractors, steam engines, vintage cars. military vehicles etc. plus the railway, with its long 

picturesque 15-minute journey.  10¼” anyone?  The video ends with an unedited single-shot record of the 

entire journey on the railway. Enjoy! 

 

A CHRISTMAS QUIZ - ANSWERS 

The answers.  How many did you get right? 

1. Because life’s complicated enough.  ABBEY NATIONAL 
2. Takes the waiting out of wanting.  ACCESS 
3. Plop Plop Fizz.  ALKA-SELTZER 
4. Vorsprung durch Technik. AUDI   
5. We try harder.  AVIS 
6. Things happen after a XXXXXX bath.  BADEDAS   
7. Sweet as the moment when the pod went ‘pop’ .  BIRDS-EYE PEAS 
8. Because mums are heroes.  ICELAND 
9. If you like a lot of chocolate on your biscuit join our XXXX .  CLUB 
10. Born 1820 – still going strong.  JOHNNIE WALKER 
11. We all adore a XXXXX.   KIA-ORA 
12. Because I’m worth it.  L’OREAL 
13. The totally tropical taste. LILT 
14. Coffee at its best.  NESCAFE 
15. Auto  emoción  SEAT 
16. The XXXX ring of confidence.  COLGATE 
17. Softness is a thing called XXXX. COMFORT 
18. Cool as a mountain stream. CONSULATE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gqfZ_QgzKgs


In the next eBulletin... 

James Horrex will update us on progress with on his self build 

LBSCR tank engine. 

19. You’ll never put a better bit of butter on your knife.  COUNTRY LIFE 
20. The World’s favourite airline.  BRITISH AIRWAYS 
21. Go to work on an XXX.    EGG MARKETING BOARD 
22.  Bonus question – who was the famous author working on the campaign? FAY WHELDON 
23. XXXX has the bra for the way you are. TRIUMPH 
24. Splash it all over.  BRUT 
25. Washing machines live longer with XXXX.   CALGON 
26. Ready Aye ready.  CAMP COFFEE 
27. You’re never alone with a XXXX.  STRAND 
28. Liquid engineering.  CASTROL GTX 
29. All because the lady loves. MILK TRAY 
30. Made in Scotland from girders.  IRN-BRU 
31. XXXX is good for you.  GUINNESS 
32. Now hands that do dishes can feel soft as your face.  FAIRY LIQUID 
33. Full of eastern promise.  FRY’S TURKISH DELIGHT 
34. Be careful how you use it!  HAI KARATE 
35. Don’t be vague.  Ask for XXXX.  HAIG 
36. You meet the nicest people on a XXXX. HONDA 
37. Refreshes the parts other beers cannot reach.  HEINEKEN 
38. You can be sure of XXXX.  SHELL 
39. Reassuringly expensive.  STELLA ARTOIS 
40. Too good to hurry mints.  MURRAY MINTS 
41. Hello Boys!  WONDERBRA 
42. Fortifies the over-forties.  PHYLLOSAN 
43. Bread wi’ nowt taken out.  ALLINSON 
44. The best a man can get.  GILETTE 
45. The mark of a man.  OLD SPICE 
46. Don’t forget the fruit gums Mum!  ROWNTREES 
47. Papa? Nicole?  RENAULT CLIO 

48. Is she or isn’t she?  HARMONY HAIR SPRAY 
49. When a man you've never met before suddenly gives you flowers.  IMPULSE 
50. Maybe she's born with it - maybe it's …    MAYBELLINE 
51. Because Graded Grains make finer flour.  HOMEPRIDE 
52. Cleans like a white tornado! FLASH 
53. Beware the Judderman my dear, when the moon is fat.  METZ 
54. They drink it in the Congo. UM BONGO 
55. Create a buzz not a hum.  INSIGNIA 

Tie breaker – What was the first product advertised on UK commercial television, and when? 

It was GIBBS SR in 1955 on the first night of commercial television. 

 



Do you know somewhere we could visit on one of our monthly meetings?  Contact the 

chairman if you have any ideas and we will do our best to arrange it if possible... 

 

Don’t  leave  it  all  to Mr Trellis! 

Send us a letter or an email for inclusion in the next eBulletin!  Anything...football, religion, politics... 

Actually, no, not those, just model engineering, railway etc matters, ideas and suggestions – eg should we 

have quilted toilet roll or ”return to Bronco”? 

What  are  you  thinking  about? 

®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®® 

Forthcoming Events 

14 Feb  Monthly meeting  

3 March Members Day with Allan 

14 March Members films and photos 

25 March Pre season members day 

01 April Public trains begin 

02 April Public trains 

07 April Members Day with Allan 

11 April Monthly Meeting – Modern GPS systems 

For other events, see the ndsme website 

. 

 
 

SOUTHERN FEDERATION TROPHY and POLLY MODEL ENGINEERING PRIZE 

  

HSG216 and the NDSME 

The Society has adopted HSG216 as the guidance for all operations involving carrying non-

members on the two railways at the park.  If you are involved in any way with public 

operations, you should familiarise yourself with this document.  It is currently available 

online at 

http://www.vulcan.works/media/hsg216.pdf 

and is also available on the Southern Federation website or in our members area.  A copy 

is also kept at the clubhouse.  Please take the time to read through this important 

document.  Our railways have an excellent public safety record – let’s keep it that way. 

 

 

http://www.vulcan.works/media/hsg216.pdf


®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®® 

.                                                                                                                                                                             

NDSME  directors (committee) and officers as at Feb 2018 

President  Neville Gower 

Chairman   Barry Fane 

Treasurer   Jim McDonell 

Company Sec.           Jim McDonell 

Membership Sec.     Allan Shirley 

Publicity     Mark Rhodes 

Other directors:  Peter King (PW), Dave Beeken, Roger Montgomery, Mike Riches and Philip 
Moore (Estates). 

Bulletin distribution, digital – Allan Shirley, hard copy – Philip Moore.  

 There are a number of other roles, such as meetings organiser, that need filling.  Contact 
Barry Fane if you can help.  The email is chairman@ndsme.co.uk

 

 

®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®

Mystery Picture. 

 

Where is this and how did they fit them all in? 

Answer – National Tank Museum.  They used scale models to plot how they would all fit in. 

 

®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®® 

 

mailto:chairman@ndsme.co.uk
mailto:chairman@ndsme.co.uk


Brian Baker has items for disposal 

A set of 7¼ Lion, (Titfield Thunderbolt) Wheels and 2 off cylinder castings, with LBSC 

drawings. the old loco committee have 7¼ drawings  £300 

A working 5” gauge "Canterbury 
Lamb", a Canterbury & 
Whitstable Invicta class loco, 
with current hydraulic 
certificate, but needs a steam 
ticket.  The loco needs tidying, 
and perhaps repainting  (see 
photos)  £1500 

Rob Roy, with boiler certificate, which is more or less complete, except for the tanks & cab 
and has been dismantled for painting.  Nicely built, by an old friend, the loco has run on air.  
With drawings.  £900 
LMS 0-6-0 7 1/4 gauge Dock tank (2F) chassis, running on air, and a full set of drawings for 

this useful loco, well made,  price to club member £800. 

Pete Franklin  has for sale, 

Hornby live steam ROCKET, 3 ½ “ gauge loco and tender. Comes complete with track, 

both in original boxes.  Spare Ronson valve and socket spanner for fuel tank. Model runs 

on lighter fuel.  Personal demo if required, video of loco running available.  £250 ovno. 

Contact Pete via  pef@talktalk.net        01603 749417  

  

An event in October 

Following on from the 2013 event at The Forum to 
celebrate the club's 80th anniversary, I have secured a 
presence at the October 2018 schools half term 
Science Week at The Forum.  As part of their science 
awareness as a career for school children, Tuesday 
23rd October is the day specialising in engineering. We 
are going to have a stall just outside the building with 
a loco in steam plus a few other bits to encourage 
'hands-on'.  Unlike the earlier event, this one is 
completely free to be there and they have welcomed us with open arms. This is our chance 
to demonstrate the society to the young people of our country, and, if we get it right, they 
may be tempted to put down the phone/tablet computer and do something more 
rewarding. If you are able to help, please contact Allan via his email address on the website.

mailto:pef@talktalk.net


 

Committee news –Jan/ Feb 2018 

Pending the installation of a luxury wc block, improvements are being made to the existing 

facility. 

Santa Specials were discussed and it was felt that, despite the appalling weather, they were 

a success, generating a small surplus towards other society projects.  Better record keeping 

means future events should be more efficient.  The society now possesses three high 

quality gazebos and a large function tent which will be useful for other events the society 

may plan. A  survey will be undertaken to find members views on possible formats if this is 

to be repeated in December 

The disused bowls pavilion opposite Parkside station is now available for the society to use 

as a store area. 

The treasurer reported that society finances were in a healthy state.   Charitable obligation 

for 17-18 is around £3500. 

The impending Data Protection Act was discussed and it was felt that the society should 

register. 

The society is to have a display at the Science Week at the Forum in the October half-term.  

Allan Shirley is organising this. 

The replacement hydraulic lift is still ongoing.  Members will be viewing a demo model as 

soon as arranged. 

The society has agreed to donate ride tickets to Norfolk Railway Society for the raffle at 

their March Annual Show.  The society will have a presence at this show. 

Trees are to be inspected in the compound by a professional officer. 

The Articles of Association are to be updated to comply with recent legislation.  Members 

will be able to comment on the draft at a later stage. 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

A form is included at the end of this ebulletin for you to print off and return.  

Please use one form per person. 



 



 

NORWICH & DISTRICT SOCIETY OF MODEL ENGINEERS LTD 

MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  

(1)  Membership categories (please tick as appropriate)                  (2)   Please indicate your interest/s       

 

 

 

 

 

 

(3)  Member details (capital letters please)   PLEASE USE A SEPERATE FORM FOR ANY ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

Full Name                                                                                                                                 d.o.b.                   

Address 

Postcode                                                               email  

Phone 

 

I agree to abide by the Rules of the Society (tick box)  [   ] 

I enclose my cheque to the value of    £                   made payable to Norwich & District Society of Model 

Engineers.  Please include an SAE for return of receipt and membership card.  Do not send cash in the post. 

 

(4)  Signature.....................................................................  Date.................................................................. 

DATA PROTECTION ACT (1998) Your personal details will be held securely in compliance with the Data Protection 
Act (1998) and not passed to anyone other than relevant society officers.  If you wish your contact details to be put 

on a membership list that will be circulated to other members, please tick this box   [   ] 

Please send this form and your remittance to:  The Membership Secretary, NDSME, 17 The Ridgeway, 

Norwich NR1 4ND     

 

For office use only 

 

V6 2/18 

 

Adult (18 and over) £20.00  

Junior (under 16 and subject to supervision by a 

parent/guardian or other adult, who is a member. 
  free  

Junior ( 16 and over  and under 18) £10.00  

Senior (only for those qualifying for this status as 

at 01 April 2016) 
£10.00  

Associate (spouse or partner) £2.00  

Miniature Railways 7¼”  

Miniature Railways 3½” or 5”  

Model Railways  

Road Engines and vehicles  

Stationary Engines  

Clock & Watchmaking  

Miniature/model boats or aeroplanes  

Other (please specify)  

Recd by Mem Sec Date Receipt sent Date 

Cheque banked 
Date Mem  No.  

 

 

  

 


