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Easter Monday afternoon at EP. 

This would have been our busiest day of the year. 

  EATON PARK MINIATURE RAILWAY 

 



Engineering in 
Art 

Paul Kelpe: Machinery 
Abstract #2, 1934 

Paul Kelpe   (1902 –1985) 
was a German-born 
American abstract painter. 
He was a pioneer of 
American abstract art, 
during a period in which 
abstracts were not well 
accepted or appreciated 
His artistic training in 
Germany included studies 
with Kandinsky and  
Moholy-Nagy.  He began 
work in 1934 painting 
murals for the Chicago 
branch of the Public Works 
of Art Project (PWAP).  As 
this project was largely 
concerned with American 
scene painting and was not 
open to abstract art,   
 
Kelpe included many 
representational images 
such as buildings and 
wheels in his designs. His 
images, products of his imagination rather than any real world industrial site, incorporated 
a balance of shapes in various sizes and colors. He depicted the American factory as "a 
Bauhaus-inspired arrangement of geometric machinery"  The shadowed worker in this 
painting appears to be controlling the structure, suggesting man's essential role in industry 
and his ability to create massive, powerful machines. During the Depression, many artists 
celebrated human achievements in this way, to emphasize the importance of the working 
class and to boost morale. Unlike the many PWAP artists who factually depicted industrial 
scenes, Kelpe studied no real-life factories. He created his own independent visual world, 
reflecting the kind of technological progress of which Americans were proud.  He 
thoughtfully balanced large and small shapes, warm and cool colors, to create a 
harmonious mechanistic vision. A pattern of diagonal brushstrokes on the painting’s surface 
catches the light to suggest action. The wheels seem to turn with the soft hum of a well-
tuned machine. 



Spotted on YouTube 

M.E. THREADS EXPLAINED - MODEL ENGINEERING FOR BEGINNERS - PART  19 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1VdZJNJcAU 

Common M.E. Thread sizes found in model steam engines & 
equipment and how to identify what size and pitch they are. 

By Keith Appleton 

®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®® 

Fun on the Net   
 

During a visit to my doctor, I asked him, "How do you 

determine whether or not an older person should be 

put in an old people’s home?"  "Well," he said, "we fill up a bathtub, 

then we offer a teaspoon, a teacup and a bucket to the person to 

empty the bathtub." "Oh, I understand," I said. "A normal person 

would use the bucket because it is bigger than the spoon or the 

teacup." "No" he said. "A normal person would pull the plug. 

Do you want a bed near a window?" 

 
 
Dirty Harry - Virus Hunter 

“Now, I know what you're thinking.   
Did he spray six times or only five?  
Well, to tell you the truth, in all this 
excitement I kind of lost track 
myself.   But being as this is a . 44 
Domestos, the most powerful 
handspray in the world, and would 
blow your head clean off, you've 
got to ask yourself  
one question:  "Do I feel lucky?"   
 
Well, do ya, punk?” 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1VdZJNJcAU


You should have received your new membership cards by 

now, if you included an sae.  If it hasn’t arrived, contact the 

membership secretary. 

Thomas the Tank Engine 
reimagined for the C21st! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Incidentally, Actor Michael Angelis, known for narrating Thomas The Tank 
Engine and also his role in TV dramas such as Boys From the Blackstuff,  has died 
at the age of 76.  He took over from Ringo Starr in 1991.   Was it really almost 
thirty years ago! 

 

 



NDSME directors (committtee) and officers as at June 2020 

President  vacant    Membership Sec A Shirley 

Company Sec. J McDonell    Chair   vacant 

Treasurer  C Eve     Publicity  M Rhodes 

Other directors: M Riches, B Fane, P Moore (estates), J Horrex, P King (PW) R Hendrik 

Other officers:  R Montgomery (Rolling stock),  H&S A Shirley,  Meetings organiser               
M Fordham (pro tem) 

Bulletin distribution: digital –A Shirley, hard copy - P Moore 

There are other roles that need filling.  Contact the Company Secretary if you are 
interested.  Email clubsecretary@ndsme.org 

 

®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®® 

Forthcoming Events 

-PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL MEMBERS DAYS, MONTHLY MEETINGS 
AND DIRECTORS (COMMITTEE) MEETINGS HAVE BEEN 
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
HM GOVT DIRECTIVES 

 

®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®®® 
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 ndsme Tours... 

 Doncaster  Exhibition  Sat 09 May 2020 

 PLEASE NOTE THIS  WAS CANCELLED 

REFUNDS OR CREDITS TO BE ARRANGED 



NOTICE – ACCESS CODE FOR THE MAIN SLIDING GATE 

HAS CHANGED.  THIS NEW ACCESS CODE IS ON YOUR 

2020-21 MEMBERSHIP CARD  

THE ACCESS CODE FOR THE MAIN BUILDING HAS NOT 

CHANGED AND REMAINS THE SAME AS 2019-20 

 NEWS FROM THE CLUBHOUSE     

There is little to report at the moment.  Because of the emergency 
measures introduced in March, the committee has been unable to 
meet formally.  This is not to say that we have not been busy.  The 
Treasurer and Company Secretary have, between them, been 
safeguarding the funding of the Society and thereby its future.  Many 
thanks to them for all the work they have put in to this. 

Society funds are, remarkably, in good shape, in stark contrast to other 
SMEs and, particularly, heritage railways.  While we are shut down we 
have no bills other than standing charges to pay.  The new toilet block 
is on hold for the moment although funding is available for this when 
lockdown permits installation. 

We are putting some though into how members meetings may be 
accommodated by other means.  Suggestions have ranged from 
lectures as YouTube videos, Zoom meetings to web based seminars or 
webinars.  While the two-metre social distancing regulation is in force, 
conventional meetings are impossible (and unlawful).  We are also 
looking at ways to reopen the site for care and maintenance work (but 
not private work which should continue to be done at home).  Check 
the website for updates. 

RAISED TRACK GROUP 

There is a thriving 5”/3½” raised track group, meeting on the first 
Saturday of each month, plus other Saturdays too.  This is in 
abeyance and will resume when the emergency is over.  
CANCELLED TILL FURTHER NOTICE 

 



Snapshot – other societies 

No. 1   Fareham and District Society of Model Engineers 

The Fareham and District Society of Model Engineers (FDSME) was formed in 1970. By July 
1978 it had built a 200m raised track for 3½" and 5" gauge locomotives. This was on land 
rented from a local farmer.  Just under ten years later the opportunity to acquire the land 
was taken by FDSME. This meant the Society was able to build further facilities, without the 
fear that all could be lost if FDSME was asked to vacate site.  

The Society's members put in a tremendous amount of 
effort and by the early 1990s, the length of the raised track 
was more than doubled to 475m. Also, a ground level 7¼" 
gauge track of some 285m was built. As the site slopes 
significantly to the East, hundreds of tonnes of earth had to 
be moved and two tunnels constructed for the tracks. 

Alongside the track construction a boating pond was dug 
(by hand!). To cap all of this work, the Society was able to 
fund the building of a Clubhouse by a legacy it received. The 
Clubhouse was finished in 1992.  

A couple of conditions were 
put on the planning consent 
for the Clubhouse. One of 
these limits the number of 
times we can have an open event (where the general public 
can attend) to only a few times each year. This is why the 
Society mainly hosts closed events for local charities, schools 
and other volunteer organisations. The other condition 
restricts the size of our membership. 

The Society can only have a maximum of 130 full members. 
With the popularity of FDSME, this often means there is a 
wait-list of people wanting to become members.  Indeed, 
there is no “Join” page on their website! 

With all the facilities that have been built over the years, FDSME is reliant on the voluntary 
efforts of all its members to keep everything maintained. Like ndsme, attracting new 
members with skills that can assist with this maintenance, is important for the future of 
their Society.  Over nearly five decades, their membership has achieved a huge amount by 
funding, creating and maintaining the many facilities of their Society. In 2020 they will 
celebrate their Golden Jubilee 

 



From the EAAA   

 

Dear Mr McDonell et al, 

 On behalf of everyone at East Anglian Air Ambulance (EAAA) it is my pleasure to 

thank you for your recent and very generous donation of £300.00 towards our 

emergency PPE appeal. Your donation will help to keep our crews safe as they 

deliver critical care to those in need. 

We know this is a difficult time for everyone and we are all facing new challenges, 

so we really do appreciate that you want to help protect our crews.  

 It is thanks to our amazing community that we’re able to keep operating and 

support our colleagues in the NHS and other emergency services. We are proud 

that we have been able to keep both of our helicopters flying so far and keep 

responding to urgent medical emergencies. Just because Covid-19 is taking over 

our hospitals, people have not stopped having cardiac arrests, falls and road traffic 

collisions. Especially while the NHS is under strain, this is where we can make a real 

difference.  

Just last month, our life-saving teams attended 178 missions and treated 111 

patients. 98 of these missions were attended by helicopter and 80 by rapid response 

vehicle. Thank you for helping us to be there for local people in need and for helping 

to keep our crews safe as they respond.  

 We anticipate that our crews will need to wear additional PPE for several months, 

possibly even longer. Once the peak of the pandemic is over, and things start to 

return to normal, they will still need to be prepared to come into contact with Covid-

19. Therefore, your support will make a huge difference not just now, but for months 

to come. 

If you would like to be kept up to date about our work and what we are doing during 

the Covid-19 crisis, please visit our website and sign up www.eaaa.org.uk/ppe-

appeal-updates.    

From all of us at EAAA, thank you again for your valued support.    

Yours sincerely, 

Richard Hindson 

Head of Operations 

 

http://www.eaaa.org.uk/ppe-appeal-updates
http://www.eaaa.org.uk/ppe-appeal-updates


Sent in by a member 

The first ever newsletter from Chingford & District MES, 1947 

 



 
 



 



 



A  Steam Loco on 7¼ gauge for £200! 

By Bob Webber 

Short of money but crave to run on 7¼ gauge?  Well, you can do it cheaply!  Of course, £200 
is not the full financial story because you need a boiler. 

A 7¼ gauge boiler costs perhaps £2k to £6k but 3½” gauge boilers are a lot cheaper.  Many 
people may have an old 3½” gauge loco lying around or maybe know of somebody with 
one.  They do appear at club auctions from time to time and often sell for peanuts.  The 
first loco that I built was a 3½” gauge Maisie.  About three-quarters of the way through that 
project, I was taken as a guest to Hemsby Week.  There, a member let me drive his Wren 
and I became hooked on the larger gauge.  I nearly scrapped the Maisie but I did finish it 
and then started a Romulus as my following project.  Unfortunately, I hurt my back at this 
stage so the Romulus had to be shelved for practical reasons and I decided instead to build 
something smaller, a GER Y4 0-4-0 tram engine. 

Whilst resting my back it struck me that with a little dimensional stretching and small 
changes, my Maisie boiler would be about the right size for a 7¼ gauge tram engine.  
Although the tram would be steam powered, it would not be to scale in the steam 
department, but the tram bodywork would be made to Stratford Works drawings.  Further 
requirements were that it must be light in weight and, of course, cheap as, at that time, I 
had no idea if it would work. 

The tram I subsequently built is composed of four units, each bolted to the next one, with 
the body covering all as a lift off unit: chassis; power unit; boiler; body. 

 

1 -The Chassis 

I made the main frames from 12mm thick marine plywood.  If you buy goods quality, it will 
be so flat that the pieces “stick” together. The loco is an 0-4-0 on three-point suspension, so 
that one axle is rigid but on roller bearings.  For the other semi-conventional axle, cast iron 
axle boxes are used, with the horn made from 3mm x 25mm steel angle.  Frame stretchers 
are 25mm steel bar.  There are no springs fitted as the axle will float.  For the wheels, steel 
slices are used – cheap and give good adhesion. 

The drive from the power unit to the chassis is by racing cycle chain and sprockets.  My 
local cycle shop had a large variety of sprockets in various sizes at only 20p each!  The drive 
is geared down 2:1.  A large sprocket was fitted on each axle with another sprocket on the 
power unit with half the number of teeth.  Another (can be of any size) was fitted as an 
idler and another for a chain tensioner.  Idler and tensioner both run in roller bearings.  All 
fasteners are metric and came from my local shop. 



The chassis was surrounded by 2x1 wood, from the DIY shop.  I did think of naming the loco 
Homebase as so much timber came from there.  On the outside face 1mm steel sheet was 
stuck on with Evostik.  For the skirts and cow-catchers, the full size drawings were followed.   

Note 1 – whenever I state “roller bearings” they are all the same principle and made like 
this:- take a short length of stock size steel – could be 100mm x 25mm x 10mm.  Place in 
four-jaw chuck and borer out the centre of the plate to the size of your bearing.  Drill a 
couple of fixing holes either side of the bearing hole, - say 6mm. 

Note 2 – the additional beauty of wooden frames is that you can easily drill other holes or 
fill in redundant ones. 

2 – The Power Unit 

This needs to be any 3.5 loco with Walschaerts valve gear.  I use LBSCs Betty with a 1.1” 
bore.  The cylinders, valve gear, con rods and one pair of wheels only are used.  Steel blanks 
could be used for those wheels as there is no need for flanges or tyres. The main axle has a 
bike cog in the centre and again the main bearings are ball races.  The other parts are all 
Betty or LBSC, ie the lubricator. 

3 – The Boiler 

I used an LBSC Maisie and, like its 12” to 1’ scale big cousin, it is a superb steamer. 

4 – The Body 

Scale drawings were obtained from tire Great Eastern Society and the four sides were made 
from ¼” exterior ply.  The planking was made from modellers plywood which is available 
from local model shops.  Planks were cut and bevels planed on the edges to simulate 
tongue and groove.  They were then glued to the ¼” ply.  Windows and frames were cut 
and made to scale. 

The roof was made from aluminium sheet and covered in old bed linen.  When given six 
coats of paint it looked like felt. 

 

So, there you have it.  There is a host of other small details, buffers, lamp irons and all the 
rest of it which I shall not describe here.  I had the prototype running with no body and no 
frills in eight weeks.  As for pulling power, she could cope with 13 wagons and me up the 
bank  at Hemsby unaided, the one advantage of the geared chain drive with constant drive 
to wheels, is that slipping is not a major problem, but just in case it has working sanders, 
but that’s another story. 

See pics below... 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STORAGE OF PRIVATE ROLLING STOCK AT EATON PARK - GUIDELINES 

 Limited  storage of private owner stock may be offered subject  to 

conditions 

 At the discretion of the directors and subject to any availability of 

space. 

 Subject to owner removing stock on demand 

 Owner must arrange their own insurance 

 Such stock  should be available for public carrying during the season 

CORONAVIRUS EMERGENCY 
 . 

The DIRECTORS (COMMITTEE) ARE CURRENTLY 

INVESTIGATING WAYS IN WHICH MEMBERS MAY REGAIN 

LIMITED USE OF THE EP SITE WHILST CONFORMING WITH 

DIRECTIVES FROM H.M. GOVERNMENT.   MEMBERS 

SHOULD CURRENTLY ONLY ATTEND EATON PARK  AS  

ADVISED BY THE COMMITTEE 

Monthly members meetings have been 
cancelled until further notice.  Private 
members days, including Tuesdays and 
Saturdays have been suspended until further 
notice.  The public operating season is also 
suspended until further notice.  Check 
ndsme.org for any updates 

 

 

 

https://www.ndsme.org/

